[image: image1.jpg]



Press Release

(release date 8.5.7)

WINNERS OF 2007 RAYNE FELLOWSHIPS FOR CHOREOGRAPHERS ANNOUNCED
Dance building bridges across society

The six winners of the 2007 Rayne Fellowships for Choreographers have been announced. David Fielding, Tamsin Fitzgerald, Kate Flatt, Jeanefer Jean-Charles, Rosie Kay and Darren Pritchard receive £10,000 each and have the chance to apply for a further £5,000 for a Big Idea. This year’s winners have a wide range of experience working in film, opera, musical theatre, ballet and contemporary dance. Over the coming year, each Fellow will go into five organisations, some of which will have never met a choreographer or dancer before. 
The Fellowships are an imaginative move to address the growth of intolerance, incomprehension and insularity in society by utilising the strong communication skills of choreographers. The aim of the Rayne Fellowships for Choreographers is to support and encourage choreographers who want to connect more strongly with society, widen their intellectual and emotional curiosity, and develop their entrepreneurial skills. The Rayne Fellowships are a partnership between The Rayne Foundation and Arts Council England, and are administered by Dance UK.  

Last year’s Rayne Fellows (Adam Benjamin, Laila Diallo, Luca Silvestrini and Sue Smith) have worked in secondments ranging from Dartmoor Prison to the Soil Association; from Plymouth Marine Science Partnership to Whitechapel Art Gallery.

The 2007 winners’ biographies:
David Fielding is an independent choreographer and former dancer with Birmingham Royal Ballet and National Ballet of Portugal. Trained at the Royal Ballet School, David began to choreograph at the age of 11. Sir Kenneth MacMillan awarded him first prize in the inaugural Kenneth MacMillan Choreographic Competition in 1990 and he went on to win prizes at the Ursula Moreton Choreographic Competition in 1991 and 1993. His choreographic credits are extensive including works for the National Ballet of Portugal, Portuguese Contemporary Dance Company, and ROH2, amongst others. In 2001, he was invited by Peter Martins to participate in the New York Choreographic Institute. In 2005/06 he created the full-length narrative works The Canterville Ghost and The Scarlet Pimpernel for the London Children’s Ballet and coordinated and choreographed for the Royal Opera House’s Chance to Dance project.

Tamsin Fitzgerald trained at the Northern School of Contemporary Dance and founded 2FaCeD DaNcE Company, which is based in Hereford.  The company, the first of its kind in the UK, is an all male peer led group aged between 14 -24 fusing break, street and contemporary dance.  Tamsin has received wide acclaim for her work including two sold out shows at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival, winning a Pick of the Fringe award in 2005. She has also choreographed work for the MTV Awards in Lisbon and for the International tour and west end production of the Caesar Twins.  Tamsin has been a guest speaker at the National Youth Dance Conference and at the National Dance Teachers Association conference. 
Continued overleaf…/…
Kate Flatt is one of the UK’s top choreographers working in theatre, musicals, opera and film. Kate was part of the original creative team of Les Miserables and is currently working on the West End transfer of Fiddler on the Roof.  Opera and theatre credits include Turandot, Peter Grimes, Gloriana, Requiem, Three Sisters, Dream Play, ‘Tis Pity She’s a Whore, Dr. Faustus and Hamlet.  Her choreography for film includes Chaplin, Restoration, The Avengers and The Dancing Room, a dance film for BBC2. Kate has led training for professional choreographers and directors and she teaches choreography at the Royal Ballet School. She was a Senior lecturer in Dance at Middlesex University from 1995-2006.
Jeanefer Jean-Charles choreographed the world record-breaking Big Dance for BBC TV in partnership with the Arts Council and the Mayor’s office. Her work Rosa Moments, produced by State of Emergency is currently touring and she is lead choreographer for the Carnival Company, Kinetika Art Links International. Jeanefer’s choreographic reputation has reaped exciting projects – from Disney film Parent Trap, the Young Vic’s A Raisin in the Sun, and Theatre Centre’s Journey to the River Sea – to commissions with the Olympic British Ski Ballet Team and the National & International Ice Skating Association. This Fellowship will allow Jeanefer to develop her project Dads & Lads Move!
Rosie Kay trained at London Contemporary Dance School.  After graduating she danced in Poland, Germany, the UK and France. In 1999 she choreographed her first evening of work and the Queen presented her the award of Young Achiever in Dance. She went on to win 1st prize at the International Solo Dance Theatre Competition in Stuttgart in 2000. Rosie Kay Dance Company was established in 2004 and tours nationally.  Rosie has also won The Bonnie Bird New UK Choreography Award 2003, Channel Four Creative Class of 2005, was short-listed for the Samuel Becket Theatre Award 2004, and her show The Wild Party was named Cultural Highlight of the Year 2006 by The Sunday Herald. She has created works for Birmingham Royal Ballet, Duckie, Birmingham Rep and Ludus Dance, and assisted the directors Carrie Cracknell at The Young Vic, and Roswitha Gerlitz for Royal Opera House. In 2007 Rosie Kay will be touring The Wild Party and begin to collaborate with the Amsterdam based choreographer Emio Greco.

Darren Pritchard 

Darren Pritchard studied at the Northern School of Contemporary Dance before being asked to join Random Dance Company for their Eastern European tour. He has also danced for African Cultural Exchange, Robert Hylton's dance company and worked with Khemtech Dance. His choreography credits include advertising campaigns, music videos and theatre choreography. He also trained in New York at the Alvin Ailey Summer School and was resident artist, under the mentorship of Edward Lynch (RJC), at Contact Theatre in 2002. Darren is artistic director of Company Fierce which is a balanced triangle of commercial, training and 'high art' work. Company Fierce exists to promote the whole spectrum of black dance and to show the sophistication and diversity offered in the black dance genres on a professional level. 

For further press information contact Caroline Miller, Dance UK, 020 7228 4990 caroline@danceuk.org / www.danceuk.org
Information can also be found at www.raynefoundation.org.uk

