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JERUSALEM’S ONLY JEWISH-ARAB SCHOOL TO BE NAMED AFTER MAX RAYNE

The Rayne Foundation has today announced a substantial donation as a memorial to Lord Rayne who died in 2003.   The award is made to the Jerusalem Foundation for a new, expanded campus for one of only three schools in Israel attended by both Jewish and Arab children.   It will be called the Max Rayne School or, to give it its full name, the Max Rayne Hand-In-Hand Centre for Jewish-Arab Education, Jerusalem.

A close relationship began in the 1970s between Lord and Lady Rayne and Teddy Kollek, then Mayor of Jerusalem, and Ruth Cheshin, President of the Jerusalem Foundation. Through the Jerusalem Foundation, he supported many projects for the benefit of the city’s residents in the fields of health and welfare, particularly those promoting coexistence among the city’s different populations. Thus, for example, the Rayne Foundation supported the Medical Centre established by the Jerusalem Foundation in the city’s Sheikh Jarrach neighbourhood, health programs in east Jerusalem, enrichment activities for girls in Beit Hanina, and the establishment of a computer lab at the A-Tor School for Boys. 

The school was established in 1997. It has co-Chairs of its governors, one Jewish and one Arab, two headmasters, one Jewish and one Arab, and each class is team-taught in Hebrew and Arabic by two teachers, one Jewish and one Arab. Each class is 50% Jewish and 50% Arab.  Today, the school serves 253 pupils in 10 classes from nursery school through the 6th grade (12 years).  By 2008 when the new campus opens, the school will welcome pupils at all levels, from kindergarten to secondary.  The school enjoys interest worldwide and is the subject of important academic research.  It has become an inspiration and symbol for how the divided communities of Israel Jews and Israeli Arabs can live together, build mutual respect, trust and understanding and achieve a spirit of joint educational exploration and discovery.  

Approximately three years ago, the Jerusalem Foundation, working with the Hand-in-Hand organisation, decided to build a new campus for the bilingual school that will stretch 5,300 square meters and enable the school to expand. The land allotted for the campus is situated in south Jerusalem between the Jewish neighbourhood of Pat and the Arab neighbourhood of Beit Zafafa.

NOTES FOR EDITORS:

TO BE EXPANDED

Lord Rayne (1918-2003) was Life President of London Merchant Securities plc, a diversified property and venture capital business which he built up and of which he was chairman from 1960 to 2000. Lord Rayne was a trustee or council member of numerous arts, education, medical and social welfare charities, including St. Thomas' Hospital (Governor/Special Trustee 1962-1992) and the National Theatre (Chairman 1971-1988).

The Rayne Foundation was founded by Lord Rayne in 1962 and aims to engage with the needs of UK and Israeli society and help address them.   Its focus is on arts, education, health and medicine, and social welfare and development work which is nationally important or which has potential for wider than local and immediate application. It never works alone – always in partnership with organisations and individuals which share its objectives.   

The Jerusalem Foundation, established 39 years ago, has taken upon itself to work toward a progressive, pluralistic and tolerant society in Jerusalem. The Foundation has thus far raised more than a billion dollars, invested in projects benefiting all the residents of the city, regardless of religion or nationality. The Foundation has been instrumental in establishing dozens of institutions and supporting hundreds of educational, cultural and community programs throughout Jerusalem.
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